
7:15–7:45 AM
Registration/Sign in at Sheraton Meadowlands Hotel, East Rutherford, NJ
7:45--8:00 AM

Shuttle to Meadowlands Racetrack



8:00 AM–5:00 PM
Increasing Equine Dentistry in Your Practice

Travis J. Henry, DVM
Dr. Henry received his degree from Michigan State College of Veterinary Medicine. After seven years of running a full service equine and small animal practice, his growing interest in equine dentistry led him to open Midwest Equine Services in Elkhorn, WI. This practice focuses on providing advanced equine dental care. Dr. Henry is also involved in testing and developing equine dental instruments for several companies.
This full day wet lab will cover current diagnostics in recognizing common dental pathologies by oral exam and radiography.
8:00 AM–12:00 N 

New Applications in Pain Management, Rehabilitation & Wound Care Using Class IV Laser Therapy




Ronald J. Riegel, DVM

Dr. Riegel received his DVM from the University of Illinois.  His experience includes serving as a clinical instructor at The Ohio State University, owning his own multi-vet private practice for 21 years, and training standardbred racehorses. Dr. Riegel has been active in the equine research and publishing field as a noted speaker and author to 7 publications. He founded Premier Equine Health Products which manufactures "Magic Cushion" hoof packing.  Dr. Riegel currently consults for several companies, including LiteCure LLC. 




This Lab is designed to provide an understanding of Class IV laser therapy, its clinical applications and safety. Course will begin with a classroom overview of Class IV therapy laser physics and tissue interaction; equipment; safety; case studies; practice implementation and economics. This will be followed by a live demonstration and hands-on session.
8:00 AM–12:00 N 

Practical Ultrasound of the Suspensory Ligament



Philippe Benoit, DVM




Dr. Benoit is a graduate of the Alfort Veterinary School in Paris, France. He served as team vet for the French Olympic Team from 1992 to 2000. Dr. Benoit has also served as an international consultant for several foreign national teams. He practices at his clinic near Versailles, which has 6 veterinarians who specialize in equine sports medicine and advanced imaging. Their clients consist mainly of international competitive jumpers. Dr. Benoit is well-known for his ability to blend medicine, biomechanics and shoeing techniques to improve performance. 

*Wet Labs approved for CE credit by the NJ Veterinary Medical Association



This hands-on lab will focus on ultrasound imagining of the suspensory ligament. Included will be alternative techniques for imaging the hind suspensory origin. This structure can present some unusual challenges both from an imaging and diagnostic perspective. Both areas will be addressed in this lab.

11:45 AM–12:00 N   
Shuttle from Sheraton Meadowlands Hotel to Meadowlands Racetrack for Afternoon Session Participants
12:00 N–1:00 PM
Lunch at the Meadowlands Racetrack (Sponsored by Pfizer Animal Health) 

1:00 PM
Shuttle from Meadowlands Racetrack to Sheraton Meadowlands Hotel for Morning Session Participants  
1:00–5:00 PM
Therapeutic Shoeing vs. Performance Shoeing – Where is the Line?
Scott E. Morrison, DVM
After high school, Dr. Morrison attended Danny Ward’s Eastern School of Farriery.  He then put himself through undergrad and veterinary school (VA-MD Regional College of Veterinary Medicine) by shoeing horses. In 1999, he was hired by Rood & Riddle Equine Hospital to do ambulatory work with an emphasis in equine podiatry.  As the podiatry caseload increased, Rood & Riddle built a podiatry center staffed by 4 veterinarians, 2 full-time technicians and 4 full-time farriers.  Dr. Morrison’s current caseload is 100% podiatry. He has traveled throughout the US and internationally consulting, lecturing, giving clinics and working on various foot conditions.
Dr. Morrison will discuss different shoeing options for common performance horse foot problems.
1:00–3:00 PM

Optimizing the Use of Extracorporeal Shock Wave Technology Split Session 
(ESWT) in the Equine Practice 

Susan Johns, DVM

Dr. Johns received her DVM from VA-MD Regional College of Veterinary Medicine. Upon graduation in 2002, she joined Virginia Equine Imaging where she continues to serve as a staff veterinarian. Dr. Johns was actively involved in the establishment of Virginia Equine Imaging’s joint MRI department with the Marion DuPont Equine Medical Center. She travels on a regular basis throughout the South offering cutting-edge ambulatory sports medicine, lameness and diagnostic imaging services. Dr. Johns works extensively with National and International competition horses, and is actively involved with the NAYRC. 


This lab will focus on the following areas:


1) Overview of ESWT and research to support use in the clinical setting.



2) Discussion of new and expanding applications for shock wave in equine patients.

3) Demonstration of treatments and hands-on experience with ESWT


3:00–5:00 PM

Digital Radiography
 Split Session
Veterinary Instructor TBA


This lab will include the following:

1) Getting the right images: angles; views; exposure; positioning. Preparation
for the lameness diagnosis.

2) Case review and live patient positioning to demonstrate acquisition of views and techniques needed to get it done right the first time.

3) Perfecting traditional and digital imaging for referral, and improving your connectivity between you and your colleagues.

5:00 PM
Shuttle to Sheraton Meadowlands Hotel 
 Special Classroom Lab at Sheraton Meadowlands Hotel (includes lunch):

12:00-5:00 PM
Surviving Economic Hardship: How Proper Management Will Keep You Afloat

Christine Merle, DVM, MBA, CVPA


Dr. Merle holds degrees from the University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine and DePaul University Kellsted Graduate School of Business, and is a Certified Veterinary Practice Manager (CVPM). She served as Assist. Dean for Public Engagement and Clinical Assist. Professor at the U. of Illinois, where she developed and provided business education and career development information to veterinary students and other animal health professionals. Dr. Merle has a particular interest in communications, organizational behavior and integration of marketing into private practice by focusing on staff and client education. She currently serves as a Consultant with the Brakke Veterinary Practice Management Group.

Focusing on client relations, staff, and financial management will help you weather these difficult times and ensure that you will be strategically well-placed for 2010 and beyond. Find out what critical things you need to be doing NOW to make sure you thrive when the economy improves (and it will!).
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