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2011 HAMBLETONIAN FESTIVAL EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

86 YEARS OF TRADITION AND EXCITEMENT

BACKGROUND
· Every summer, just across the river from New York City at the Meadowlands Sports Complex, there is a festival with all the fun, color and tradition of a country fair, and the drama and fast-paced excitement of a world-class sporting event!

· The Hambletonian Festival of Racing attracts over 100,000 loyal fans to the Meadowlands Racetrack for eight days in early August.  An additional 1.3 million people watch the event on network television.

· The Hambletonian — one of America’s oldest and most prestigious sporting events — is steeped in history and tradition.  It is the richest horse race of its kind in the world. In 2011, the purse money for the Hambletonian Final will be $1.5 million. 

· Because it is the pre-eminent trotting race in the world, the Hambletonian attracts the racing elite from the United States, Canada and Europe.

· The Hambletonian sporting spectacle offers our sponsorship partners the opportunity to gain national and local exposure during a time of year otherwise lacking in championship events.  The Hambletonian Festival is the crowning event of the Meadowlands racing season — supported by millions of dollars of media coverage and promotional activities including television, radio, newspapers, magazines, outdoor and direct mail.

86 YEARS OF HAMBLETONIAN HISTORY

· Standardbred horse racing is America’s first great national pastime, dating back to Colonial days.  Many of the horses celebrated in our national folklore were either trotters or pacers.  For example, Stephen Foster’s “Camptown Races” was an ode to the famous trotter, Flora Temple.

· For over three quarters of a century, the Hambletonian has been a dynamic showcase for legendary horses and memorable races.  The first Hambletonian was held in 1926 in Syracuse, New York.  It was named in honor of the famous racehorse who was the founding father of the Standardbred horse.

· The race has been featured at the Meadowlands Racetrack, East Rutherford, New Jersey since 1981. It is the nation’s premier harness racing facility.  In 2007, a contract extension was signed securing the Hambletonian at the Meadowlands through the year 2012.

· The race is for three-year-olds only.  It is always held in the daytime and must be contested on a mile track.  It is open to colts and fillies, but the fillies usually opt to go in the filly companion race, the Hambletonian Oaks.  Twelve fillies have won the Hambletonian, including Continentalvictory in a dramatic 1996 finish. In 2009, 4 world records were broken on Hambletonian Day.
THE 2011 HAMBLETONIAN FESTIVAL – WHERE RACING LEGENDS WILL BE MADE
The 2011 Hambletonian Eliminations will be raced on Saturday, July 30, with the Finals taking place on Saturday, August 6.  To capture all the color and excitement these events generate, we produce live coverage of the Hambletonian Finals on the NBC Television Network, Saturday, August 6, 3:00 to 4:00 PM. 

